
 

Message from the Chairman 

 

Hi all 

Well it feels a bit like autumn really is upon us now! Possi-
bly because I have come back from 10 days in the sun to 
mud and gale force winds, and a rather suspiciously fluffy 
looking Arab! Thankfully Roo doesn't grow much winter 
coat but the clippers will be coming out soon for J!  

 

Sadly we had to make the decision to postpone our ODE 
until the spring. It just seemed that the date selected didnôt 
work for so many reasons, most significant being lack of 
helpers and entries! So we will have a think about how we 
can make sure the new date works!  

 

We have lots of things planned and in the process of be-
ing arranged for members over the coming months as per 
email the other day and information in this newsletter - 
any further requests please let us know!   

 

Hope you are all well and we see lots of you at upcoming 
clinics, pleasure rides and competitions!  

 

Emma.x  
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Upcoming FixturesΧΦΦΦDates for your diary!  
 
 

 
October 

Sat 1st SJ Clinic @Rosehill with Fred Hodges 13.00 - 15.00 £15. Email Lara Booth. 

Sat 1st Flat Clinic @Rosehill with Fred Hodges 10.00-13.00. Email Lesley Wells.  

Sat 8th Fun Ride @Windsor Great Park. Phone 07730 137 804. Email Julie Anne Broadhurst. 

Sun 9th Cross Country Clinic @Aston Le Walls with Nigel Taylor. Email Kate Skinner. 

Sun 16th Cross Country Clinic @Snowball Farm 1 hour (group of 4) £30. Email Kate Skinner. 

Sun 23rd SJ Clinic @Farley Hall EC (RG7 1TL) with Richard Waygood £25. Email Lara Booth. 

Sun 30th Winter Dressage 1 @BCA.  

 

November  

Sat 5th Flat Clinic @Frieze Farm with Liza Faircloth 10.00-13.00. Email Lesley Wells. 

Wed 9th TVRC Schooling Night @BCA £7.50 per horse. Email Emma Delport. 

Sat 19th SJ Clinic @Kensham Farm (HP14 3PR) with Ernest Dillon 10.00-13.00 £20. Email Lara 

Booth. 

 

** TVRC Christmas Dinner has been booked for Friday December 2nd.  Mel will be sending out 

an email soon!  

mailto:Lara.Booth@alcatel-lucent.com?subject=SJ%20Clinic%20@Rosehill%20with%20Fred%20Hodges%2013.00%20-%2015.00%20%C2%A315%20%2801/10/2011%29
mailto:imhoovering@hotmail.com?subject=Flat%20Clinic%20@Rosehill%20with%20Fred%20Hodges%2010.00-13.00%20%2801/10/2011%29
mailto:julieannenutkin@aol.com?subject=Fun%20Ride%20@Windsor%20Great%20Park%20%2808/10/2011%29
mailto:kate.skinner@hds.com?subject=Cross%20Country%20Clinic%20@Aston%20Le%20Walls%20with%20Nigel%20Taylor%20%2809/10/2011%29
mailto:kate.skinner@hds.com?subject=Cross%20Country%20Clinic%20@Snowball%20Farm%201%20hour%20%28group%20of%204%29%20%C2%A330%20%2816/10/2011%29
mailto:Lara.Booth@alcatel-lucent.com?subject=SJ%20Clinic%20@Farley%20Hall%20EC%20%28RG7%201TL%29%20with%20Richard%20Waygood%20%C2%A325%20%2823/10/2011%29
mailto:imhoovering@hotmail.com?subject=Flat%20Clinic%20@Frieze%20Farm%20with%20Liza%20Faircloth%2010.00-13.00%20%2805/11/2011%29
mailto:emma_delport@yahoo.co.uk?subject=TVRC%20Schooling%20Night%20@BCA%20%C2%A37.50%20per%20horse%20%2809/11/2011%29
mailto:Lara.Booth@alcatel-lucent.com?subject=SJ%20Clinic%20@Kensham%20Farm%20%28HP14%203PR%29%20with%20Ernest%20Dillon%2010.00-13.00%20%C2%A320%20%2819/11/2011%29
mailto:Lara.Booth@alcatel-lucent.com?subject=SJ%20Clinic%20@Kensham%20Farm%20%28HP14%203PR%29%20with%20Ernest%20Dillon%2010.00-13.00%20%C2%A320%20%2819/11/2011%29


 

Olympic Report  

 

 

 

 

 

When I found out that the 2012 Olympics would be in London I volunteered straight 

away (as I am now to old to ride in one). 

 

This is the story of my day at the test event in Greenwich Park: 

 

Chris dropped me off at Gerrards Cross station at 7 0'clock in the morning.  My 
journey then involved changing trains 4 times, running (yes, me running!) up and 
down stairs and between stations.  I finally arrived at the Cutty Sark station on the 
docklands light railway at 8.35.  I had to report in at 8.45, so another run was 
needed down the road to the King Charles gate of Greenwich Park.  I arrived hav-
ing a heart attack at the entrance, only to be told that  for my accreditation I needed 
to go back the way I had come and go down the other road! 

  

Falling into the accreditation tent everybody was very chilled and not worried about 
me now being late.  I was issued with my uniform, a very smart t-shirt and rain coat 
( it was 25+ degrees), plus badge.  Not wanting to get the wrong size and much to 
the young men's delight, I whipped off my top and tried on the shirt.  All the other 
young ladies now did the same, the lads were in heaven. 

  

We were directed to the next tent for coffee and a quick talk about security and be-
ing nice to the public.  Most of the helpers had been to the training days, I managed 
to miss these.  After picking up my lunch and water I set off to my crossing point. 

 

The first person I bumped into was Sir Seb Coe and next it was Tim Henman and 
his wife (she events).  All day it was a celeb fest with riders like Mary King, Lara 
Bechtolsheimer, trainers Yogi Brisner, Jill Watson and many others.  Richard Way-
good walked by and I got a big kiss. 

  

I arrived at my crossing point and what a view, just to my right I could see the O2 
and the Thames, to my left the London eye and the Shard.  I had 2 security guards 
and a young lady Karen to help me. The water jump was just below me and the 
horses galloped along the valley over a table with  fruit and veg on it, then up a 

very steep hill and out of view. 
 

All the local schools had been given tickets and they loved it. 

As the horses galloped by I would tell the children the horseôs name and get them 
to cheer, it was great fun.  One teacher was rather cruel to his group of kids, just as 
they got half way through the crossing he started yelling that a horse was coming.   
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The kids scattered all over the place.  I asked him why he did this, he said he 
needed some fun. 

 

The cross country ran for 3 hours, 3 horses made the time, 1 rider fell off on the 
flat, 2 fell off at fences (no injuries) and nobody fell off in the water.  It was well run 
and everybody had a great day. 

I got well sun burned. 

 

It was now back to be debriefed and the thank you speeches.  We also got a 
signed certificate from Seb Coe.  While I was sitting drinking a coffee, lots of the 
other helpers wanted to know why I was wearing my shorts ??  I said whatôs wrong 
with shorts !!  Oops!! they were all told at the training day to wear blue or black 
trousers, missed that bullet then. 

  

It was now time to tackle the walk, run and train journey home. This time I also had 
to take a bus, as no Chris to pick me up. He was still at work. I arrived back home 
at 6.30, sun burned, knackered and needing a shower.  But what a day !! It was a 

great experience. 

 

I can now only hope I will get the call up for the real event next year (lets hope no-
body saw the shorts).  I have got 4 tickets for Eventing Dressage so I will definitely 

be there for one day. 

  

The event was a test run for next years Olympics, over 40 horses ran at 2* level. 
Our riders were Piggy French (Topper), William Fox-Pitt (Gaucho) and Pippa Fun-
nel (Billy Shannon). 

There were top riders from all over the world including South Africa, Chile, Japan, 
and China.  I am pleased to say Piggy and Topper won, with Pippa 3rd. 

Roll on next year. 

 

Pip Edmunds 

 
 
 
 
 

Olympic Report Continued  



 P ag e  5  T V RC S ep te m be r  Ne w s le t te r  

When I agreed to go along and support I had high hopes of a sunny July afternoon 

being spent with Kate & Tom as they demonstrated the unique understanding be-

tween horse and rider. Instead I got a cloudy, showery Sunday in Hertfordshire, 

well I guess you can't have everything. The preparation in the week before had 

been intensive with choosing the right music, videoing the proposed routine, cho-

reographing and writing a test to fit the music, no idea how Tom & I coped!  

 

On arrival at Bury Farm it appeared that the competition might be tough but Team 

Tom felt positive and I knew that Tom's charm factor would be bound to win the 

judge over along with the fact I was confident Tom's feathers and fancy footwork 

would mesmerise her. Kate and Tom went off to warm up and so to show my sup-

port I hunted down the snack bar and had an ice cream! With the class running 

well to time it was Kate and Tom's turn so I took up my vantage point so that I could 

video the performance only to find that when someone had borrowed my camera 

they had forgotten that the battery needed charging so unfortunately I wasn't able 

to make a film, however the test went well with the walk & trot music Hawaii 5 0 

and the Pink Panther being well received by both judge and audience as someone 

described him as 'super chap' and wished they could take him home with them. All 

in all a score of 65.3% I thought was good but Kate being the perfectionist she is 

thought that they could have scored higher, despite their respectable third place! 

 

On to the second test - the costume dressage to music class - now this what I was 

waiting for as I was confident that with Kate & Tom's outfits and the choice of music 

that the red rosette would be coming home with us. The routine is a tried and 

tested one using theme tunes from western classics like Bonanza, The Good, The 

Bad & The Ugly and The Big Country. Anyhow costumes were quickly put on as 

Kate transformed herself into someone who just walked off the set of Bonanza and 

we dressed Tom up with a neckerchief for effect and so it was showtime. The test 

started well with the familiar fanfare on entry (just to grab peoples attention) and 

then the music started and we had some watery sunshine as clearly the dressage 

gods were looking down on us today as Kate and Tom got started into their routine. 

As the instantly recognisable western classics kicked there were lots of smiles and 

positive support from the gathered audience too who commented on things like 

"good tempo", "lovely trot", "he's great".  Which is just what I was thinking too! 

An afternoon with Tom - 'The Dressage Dude'   
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It was an excellent test and I thought that both Kate and Tom were brilliant but then 

I guess I am naturally biased! Anyway what was important was what the judge 

thought so when the class finished and as I was demonstrating my well practised 

technique of giving Tom a carrot, Kate went off to collect the scoresheet and came 

back with a big smile (a few tears) and an amazing score of 81.3% with scores of 8 

across the board in dressage along with 9, 10 and even an 11 for entertainment 

value! With comments on the score sheet including "absolute joy to watch" "you 

made my writer cry" and "we would like to take Tom home!!" The red rosette had 

come home :)  

Written by Kate Rileyôs long suffering and non horsey other half! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PS from Kate ï the red rosette was always ours as no-one else bothered to enter 

this class! 

An afternoon with Tom Continued  


